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guage learning, descriptions of Saturday
mornings, GCSE art work, Sports Day results, Graduation and much more. This
edition is a celebration of all things
Conisborough.

Hello! Well-Being Warriors here for your
last instalment of The Stag for this academic year and what a jam packed edition it is!

First of all, we would like to say a huge
well done and thank you to everyone in
the Conisborough College community.
This year has been challenging for all of
us as we have navigated the unknown
and how we have risen to the occasion!
This year has forced students and staff
to be more resourceful and creative in
their thinking than ever before and
some of the rewards of that can be seen
in this edition.

As with the end of each academic year,
we have to say our goodbyes to some
very special people. Firstly, we would
like to say goodbye and the very best of
luck to our Year 11s as they head off to
College and 6th Forms. You have proven
yourselves this year; now go and be brilliant! We also have to say farewell to
some staff. Thank you for everything
you have done and all the support you
have given—you will be missed!
The last thing for us to say is: Have a
fantastic Summer, stay safe, don’t let
your brains fall out of your heads and
see you in September for another year
of learning and possibilities! We can’t
wait!
The Well-Being Warriors

Amongst the many pages, you will find
an alternative ending to Steinbeck’s Of
Mice and Men, poems on the theme
“we have far more in common than that
which divides us”, a think piece on lan1

Congratulations Class of 2021!
On Wednesday 21st July, we welcomed the Year 11s back to
Conisborough for graduation.
There were speeches, singing and
even a little bit of dancing and
that was before the evening
event even started!
Once the street food had been
gobbled and the mortarboards
thrown in the air, We all piled onto the coaches and headed off to
Millwall for more food, more
dancing and general frivolity.
Congratulations Class of 2021!
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Well the biggest event that has occurred recently
was England reaching the finals of Euro 2020. We
all hoped that football might finally be coming
home. Unfortunately it wasn’t to be… but it nearly
came home and that was good enough for us.
There is always next time.
The fact that the men’s team had reached a final
for the first time in 55 years was big news (the
women’s team reached the final twice since the
men last did, the last time in 2009). It pitted two of
our very own wellbeing warriors against each other in the sweepstake, with Miss Efford having
drawn Italy and Mr Woodroff having drawn England. It was a bitter-sweet win for Miss Efford in
the end.
The community spirit and unified attitude of the
country rapidly evaporated after the game ended
in penalties. The UK woke up the next day to the
most horrendous and vile online racist abuse directed towards the sportsmen who had missed the
penalties.
Marcus Rashford, Bukayo Saka and Jadon Sancho
had been key in getting England this far, and that
was how it’s fans chose to repay them. It was disappointing at best, and the culprits are being
rounded up in a major investigation by the police.
It may even prompt some new laws making online
abuse illegal (here’s hoping!).

What is noteworthy though, is the way that these
three players dealt with the abuse. The England team
had already made the decision to take the knee at
the beginning of every game to demonstrate their
dedication to equality and opposition of racism. They
then had to release statements discussing the abuse
they received. Saka’s words are maybe the best reminder that the fight against racism belongs to all of
us:
“There is no place for racism or hate of any kind in
football or in any area of society and to the majority
of people coming together to call out the people
sending these messages, by taking action and reporting these comments to the police and by driving
out the hate by being kind to one another, we will
win. Love always wins”.
Many people did speak out against the abuse faced
by the players, with people in Manchester putting
messages of support and solidarity on a mural of
Marcus Rashford. Those messages are dur to be removed and preserved as an example of how to
drown out hate with positivity.
We should all continue to unite behind out teams,
regardless of race, religion, gender, sexuality, age or
anything else that sets us apart. If we can do that
and be proud of what they achieve then maybe, just
maybe… next time it will come home.
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Dear Agony Ant,
We only have a few days left of school and I am becoming really
anxious. I am scared because all of the people I speak to about my
worries are in school.
What happens if I am upset or having a hard time over the summer?
What should I do?

A Worried Student

Hi, I’m Agony Ant and I’m here
to give suggestions, offer advice and listen to you - even
though I don’t have any ears!

Dear Worried Student,
Firstly, you are not the only student who feels this way. Lots
of people are anxious about the summer as it is out of their
routine.
Try and exchange numbers with a friend in school if you haven’t got it already. That way you can keep in contact over the
summer.
If you can’t do this there are lot of ways you can safely speak to someone:
Samaritans: 116 123 or email them on jo@samaritans.org
The Mix: 08088084994 or chat to someone online
Childline 1 to 1 counsellor chat: https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/1-2-1
-counsellor-chat/

Before you know it the 6 week holiday will be finished and you will be back in
school amongst others who you can talk to.
Stay safe,
Agony Ant
Agony Ant’s advice is written by a different student in each
edition, if you would be interested in being Agony Ant, get in
touch at thestag@conisboroughcollege.co.uk
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smoothly from primary to secondary school and are now part of
the Resource Base ‘family’. We look
forward to them moving onto year
Hello everyone, we at the
Resource Base are extremely excited to

eight and welcoming our new year sev-

en in.

share some of our students’ achieve-

In Key stage three, as part of the Hu-

ments. Over the lock down period, it

manities project, the students were

has been particularly challenging for

challenged to design a flag for the Re-

our students. However, they have over-

source Base. The brief was to highlight

come the hurdles admirably and have

equality, diversity, and inclusion in the

achieved so much that we must cele-

school community. Here are some of

brate everyone’s efforts.

the lovely flags that were designed. If

A huge appreciation to all our year 7.
Despite the current COVID-19 restrictions, they have transitioned

you would like to read the messages,
please feel free to come to the Resource Base open area where it is on
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tition. A massive congratulations to Nina, who is our overall ‘star of the term’.
Nina has shown respect, responsibility,
and resilience throughout this turbulent term so we would like to appreciate and encourage Nina to continue being a perfect role model for the rest of
the students.
A big congratulations to our year 11
who leave us with a clutch of good exam passes. We wish them well in their
onward journey at college.

display. The overall winner was Rafael
with the message below.
‘The reason I designed this flag is because the community in the Resource
Base is friendly and has autistic people
like me and everyone is really kind;
there are no bullies, no violence, and no
punching. The flag I made represents
the Resource Base which is a place that
has good learning and good behaviour.
I know things are hard, but things are
slowly going to back to normal. We
must still have hope and that is why I
made my famous flag because I love
everyone.’
Year 10 have also had a busy year, winning first prize in the global art compe-

Finally, we would also like to thank all
students and staff for all their hard
work, dedication, and attitude towards
learning; we all admire your growth and
perseverance and couldn’t be prouder
of you all.

We hope you all have a lovely summer
break and look forward to welcoming
you back in September!
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In May we saw our Year 10s take part in two
days of Virtual Work Experience (VWEX). Students came ready for business and looked
very smart in their business wear. Year 10’s
got the opportunity to hear from a wide of
professionals about their job roles. We were
very fortunate to work with a ten of employers from a range of industries, including TFL,
Fashion, Construction and Housing to name a
few. Each employer set their groups with a
project to complete and then present on the
second day. The experience gave students a
taste of how it is like to work effectively in
small teams. As well as, an opportunity to apply problem solving, communication and

“We all enjoyed speaking to the students….
we thought the students presented brilliantly and they came out with some great
ideas in how they could ‘design a sustainable home” (Kathryn, Orange box).
One of the highlights of the VWEX was inviting ex Conisborough College students, to
speak to students about their journey since
leaving the College. They provided the
young people with some words of wisdom
and good advice about Post 16 education
and careers choices.

“Our Year 10’s did an exceptional job in
showing that they are mature and more
than able to adapt to all situations. They
have proven that they are successful managers and entrepreneurs of the future. They
should be proud of their professional conduct and hard work they put in, during the
8

Teatime with a Teacher

Did anyone inspire you to become a teacher?

This week, we are interviewing the legendary
maths teacher Mr Nicholls.

No they didn’t.

Hi Mr Nicholls.

I’d probably still be working at a bank and
hating every second of it

If you could have any superpower what
would it be?
I would like to remove all hatred from people.
If you could have dinner with anyone, who
would it be and why?
The Dalai Lama—why should be obvious!
What has been your proudest teaching moment?
Seeing my ex-students go on to have interesting and fulfilling careers, or become the
head of maths.

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be?

What’s your biggest pet peeve?
The dinner ladies won’t
give me a free lunch on
Fridays!
What’s your favourite
snack?
Anything baked by Mrs
Hassan who is an absolute legend.

Key Dates - Ctrl + Click on the pictures for
more information

24/7 Samaritans Awareness Day—24th July

Love Parks Week— July 23rd - Aug 1st

National Fishing Month —July 24th-Aug 30th

Key Dates -

International Tiger
Month—29th July

National Youth Day—August 12th

National Immunistion
Awareness Month
August
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Religious Education News
Earlier this year, the year 8 RE classes were studying a unit on
Racism and Religion. One of the pieces of work they produced
was either a poem or a drawing on the theme of: 'We have far
more in common than that which divides us'. These pieces of
work have been entered into an international competition for RE
students called Spirited Arts.
Equality

By Tia, Year 8

We are all more alike
We should all believe in equality
No matter your race or religion
But just out of curiosity
Why do you care about our beliefs and race
Whether they are black or Muslim
Why do you care about the look on their face
If they are different, then there is no point of trying to
Misplace them rather than embrace.

We should all prevent inequality

How would you feel if you were treated with inferiority?
But just out of curiosity
Why do you feel hatred?
Why don’t you tolerate?
By Zeba, Year 8

I can't comprehend who taught you
To discriminate against someone
Who doesn’t share the same mutual hate
It shouldn’t matter if they are different

But let me get this straight:
In a verse of the Quran, it very clearly states
“To those who worship besides Allah, you shall not abuse”
That is all I can say
Now it is up to you to choose.
Please fight for equality
Omar , Year 8
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Religious Education News Continued...

We are Equal
Growing up as a child in my country-

Nigeria,

By Leah, Year 8

I never knew I was black, until I travelled abroad
I saw on the news features of racism and religious crisis and I asked a question,
We are equal Are we not? We all go through pain
and moments of joy
We bleed alike, we breathe alike-We are equal
It is funny to me that we think about the colour
of our skin and our religion
When we do not have the power or ability to
create - We are equal

By Claudia, Year 8

But we are defined by the God
we worship and the colour of our
skin
It does not matter, if you are

smarter than me, or more innovative or athletic
We are equal
So why are people grouped by
religion or skin tone, after all, we
love, smile and cry the same wayWe are equal

By Jazmine, Year 8
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The World’s a Stage!
The Dance World Cup was due to take place in Rome last
year. However, due to Covid restrictions, the competition
had to be postponed. It has been rescheduled to this
year, in Telford.
It is with great excitement that we also announce that
Harmony, in Year 8, will be performing with her Dance
Group: Twiin Dance Company as they represent England.
The very best of luck too Harmony and her team, we
look forward to hearing how you get on!

London’s History
Maya, in Year 7, has gone on an exploration of London through the ages as part of a history project. Well done Maya!
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Job Spotlight:
Train driver
This week we have spoken to a train driver who works driving trains in London.
What do you do?
I am a train operator for the London Overground.
What does that involve day to day?
It involves me driving the train carrying
passengers to different destinations, driving through the South East London Line to
the North London Line.
What first interested you about this job
and how did you get into it?
As a kid I was always fascinated by trains, I
enjoy going on train rides, and I have always been interested in how the trains operate. I was previously a bus driver on the
208 and when London overground were
advertising for train drivers I applied for
the role when it came up.

What key skills are required for your job?
It helps to have GCSE Maths and English for this
job. There is an assessment, it involves: observation, quick reaction, problem solving, listening
and customer service. Once you pass the two assessments, you have nine months of training,
which involves: observing knowledge of the railway, learning about all the various train classes,
and learning all the different lines of the railways.
Once you have past all the assessments you get
your train driving license. You can use this license
to apply for train operator jobs anywhere in Europe.
What qualifications do you need to train for your
job?
It is helpful to have GCSE’s in Maths and English,
preferably a 5 or above.
Are there any elements of your job you would
change?
I really do enjoy my job, but the only thing I dislike
is the fact that it is repetitive, travelling to the
same station every day. The shifts can be tiring as
you could have a shift early in the morning or late
at night.
What is it you most enjoy about your job?
I enjoy having control of the train, allowing passengers to arrive at their destinations safely, I like
the speed, and the views of the city landscape
that you see as you drive the train. I also enjoy
working alone, it is peaceful and once I finish my
shift, I get to enjoy the long breaks; 4 days off between shifts.
14
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The sound of a broom being stood up against
the wall announced the arrival of Candy, he
walked slowly in with a young sheepdog at his
Year 9s
heels. Sandwiches brimming with bacon and
were set the task of
ketchup were slapped onto four plates routinewriting an alternative ending to “Of
ly, and four mouths were honed to the food
Mice and Men”. Do you prefer, Steinbeck’s
like sharks to a shoal of fish. Crumbs
original or Ariadne’s take on the classic?
littered the floor whilst the dirty dishes,
‘Lennie!’, George shouted from inside, ‘Lennie! ignored, were strewn over at the other side of
The cat’s out again! Shut the rabbit hatch be- the table. Candy collapsed into a chair with
fore it gets there!’
creaks and groans that only old age can give
you and dealt a pack of playing cards.
‘You just let it try and reach them!’, Lennie
screeched, his heavy paws slugging away at the ‘One, one, one, one, two, two, two, two’, he
eternal-yellow brown of the dusty soil beneath muttered, counting each player's card number.
him. He reached the rabbit hatch in seconds
They played until Lennie’s turn, as always, and
and embraced the tiny creatures inside, almost
then divulged into shouts of exasperation or
crushing their necks he was squeezing so tightjovial laughter. Usually the latter, no one in this
ly.
house stayed mad at Lennie for long. The crest
The sunlight became more waxy-coloured as
of the sun met with the horizon and a dewy orthe clouds parted and the peak of the day was ange illuminated through the windows and
reached. It was lunchtime at the ranch and the doors of the kitchen. By force of habit they all
gears of the workers were slowly rusting. Wafts trekked out to their front porch to watch the
of bacon oozed out of the kitchen as the door sun melt completely into the ground. Here,
swung to and fro, desperately trying to allow
they all reflected on what they hadn’t had beall the members of the house in for their meal. fore. They just pondered, watching, as they
‘You two betta quiet down’, said Crooks calmly had done
to George who was cooking, his wired specta- every night
since they
cles were slipping down his nose - it always
arrived,
happened when he read.
their faces
Lennie bounced in through the still swinging
growing
door, his child-like, tan head beaming as wide
younger
as his smile. He sat down at the table with his
and lighter
hands cupped over his stomach.
with the
‘Lennie’ George questioned, ‘Again? How many company
times I gotta tell ya’? No animals when we eat!’ of others.
‘Sorry George, I’ll put him back’ , Lennie said,
eyeing George apologetically.

By Ariadne
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Recommendations of the Week
Whatever you’re into, there’s something here to try.

Ctrl + Click on the pictures for more information

Download

Listen to

Read
Starr’s life
is turned
upside
down
when she
is witness
to her best
friend being shot by

MentalMusic

Audio Books

An app for teens about how
sounds can affect mental health.

Download free audio books on the
audible app.

Talk about

Watch

Try

Life in Colour

Cooking

David Attenborough’s new documentary about how colour is
used in nature on iplayer.

Cook a meal for the people you live
with to show them how much you
appreciate them.

One Man’s Trash is Another Man’s Treasure
Or in this case, one man’s poo is another man’s
pound! In a South Korean school, a professor has
invented a toilet which composts human excrement, turning it into methane biogas which can then be used to provide
energy to the school. The amount of waste
they contribute to the electric bills is also
then returned to them in digital currency.
Cho Jae-weon, the inventor, said that humanity can find solutions to all of our problems if we just “think outside the box”.
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Year 7s were asked by Ms Brickley to write 50
words on the delight of Saturday mornings.

Ms O’Doherty would like to make the following shout-outs:
Samara is a credit to her year group; she has been relentless
throughout the pandemic, always working her hardest in lessons
with a positive attitude and outlook and always supportive of her
peers.
The Office Team – You are amazing. A big thank you.
I am really proud of the dedication and commitment of the unity group in driving forward racial
equality in our school and beyond. In particular, thank you to the following:
Ms Burford, Ms Fossett, Mariam, Leira, British, Dylan, Hanan, Deborah and Ayomide. Well
20

Should learning a
language be compulsory?
by Diana, Year 9
Languages. A foreign tongue and/or tongues
taught to us from primary (sometimes) and
continued on in secondary. As time passes
statistics have shown that the number of
children who pick a language for their GCSEs
has significantly plummeted to the bottom
of the well. For the past few months and/or
years, a question has been thrown around
the country - should language learning be
compulsory at secondary school?
Learning a new language can be extremely
helpful all the way throughout life, for it
looks fantastic on a résumé. Would you like
to know why? According to scientific research, bilingual people have a better
memory, pay better attention, are capable of
making better decisions in various situations
and thinking more creatively. Employers,
knowing these facts, will pay more attention
to you, increasing your chances of getting
the job for which you have interviewed. Also, due to the shortage of language skills in
the workforce, more people with such skills
are now needed.
Furthermore, it can help you build connections
with
other
people. If
you

travel to foreign countries, learning a few
words in their language shows you have respect for them and their culture. Yes, there is
translating technology, the best example being the app: Google Translate. However, this
technology is time consuming in itself as you
have to speak into a microphone, wait for
the translation, check for spelling mistakes,
and correct them if there are any. Then the
other person has to do the same thing, allowing the cycle to continue. Plus, the way
we speak and present the message we are
trying to get across is what makes us, us and
as of right now, there is no technology that
can represent that.
However, I can also understand the argument against language learning being compulsory. Just learning the basics of a foreign
language from scratch takes at least a year.
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continued from pg.11

Results from a poll conducted by a senior lecturer at Cambridge University

A lot of people argue that instead of using
their precious time learning a new language,
they would rather use it to learn and improve
a new skill they believe they might need more
in the future. Indeed, research does in fact
show that bilingual people have a better
memory, pay better attention and are capable
of making better decision making but, statistics also show that probably 95 percent of the

world’s 7500 million people speak only one
language and most of these people live very
happy lives. Children might want to learn a
language but, they might want to do it in their
own time and not be forced to sit through almost daily lessons.
Overall, I believe that language learning should
be compulsory at secondary school. It helps
young children expand their mind while learning how to communicate to other people besides English speakers. It is a very good skill to
have for various jobs and if you travel to a non
-English speaking country, it shows that you
have respect for their culture by trying to
speak their language. Besides, what is wrong
with a little push in learning a new language?
You get to choose what to do with that gained
knowledge after your GCSEs.
Written by Diana, Year 9

A Google Translation fail
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This time, Mrs Burford has whipped up a recipe for a classic Victoria Sponge. Absolutely perfect for those hot summer days.

Light Victoria Sponge Cake
3 Eggs

75g Caster Sugar
75g Self Raising Flour

Method
1. Preheat Oven to 170C/Fan 150C/ Gas
5. Place baking paper in a 7inch circular
baking tin.
2. Using an electric whisk, whisk
together the eggs and sugar until it has
tripled in size and is stiff. A test of this is
to use the whisk to create a line on top of
the mixture with the mixture and if it
stays, then it is ready.

5. Once cooled, spread jam add fresh
fruit on one of the halves and then place
the whipped cream on top. Then place
the other half on top.
Challenge task: Decorate the top of
cake.

3. Carefully fold in the flour, making sure
to knock out as little air as possible so
that the cake will rise well, pour the mixture equally into two round baking tin
and place in the
oven for 10 minutes.
4. leave cakes to cool, whisk the cream
ready.
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Charity Bake Sale
In the last week of
term, the Year 10
Unity Group with the
help of Ms Burford
and Ms Scott put on
a Bake Sale to raise
money for

Elmstead Care Home which provides residential care for elderly people living with dementia. The Year 10s were forceful
sales people, getting all year groups and
staff to buy some delicious delicacies.
They managed to raise £130 for the care
home. The Unity Group was founded this
year by these Year 10 students and has
gathered support from all year groups
with new members putting themselves
forward the whole time.

A particular shout out to the following students: Leira, British, Abiir, Ayomide,
Dylan, Deborah, Abiir and Hanan.

Our Unsung Heroes
There are so many people who work in schools to make that often those people without
whom, the school would grind to a halt, often get overlooked. From all the staff, a massive
thank you to the following people for everything you do to keep the rest of us sane!

Thank you:
Everyone in Student Services
The Reception Team
The Testing Team
Lloyd Mclaughlin
Lisa Shrubb
We couldn’t do it without you! xxx
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Eid ul –Adha celebrates the time when Prophet Ibrahim had a dream which was a message from God asking him to sacrifice his son Ismail as an act of obedience to God.
The devil tempted Ibrahim by saying he should disobey Allah and spare his son. Abraham, a great believer in God, took his dream literally and wanted to sacrifice his son, who was about 10 years old at the time. But, according to tradition, God Almighty sent his angels and asked him to sacrifice an animal instead of his son.
The real sacrifice according to God’s planning, was that Abraham had to settle his
son along with his mother, near Makkah,
which at that time was nothing but a vast
desert. This kind of settlement would require great sacrifice on the part of this
family.
However, the settlement of this small family in the desert was the beginning of a new phase. After some years had lapsed, a caravan
passed by and Ishmael married a girl from that caravan. This was the beginning of a new generation called the Ishmaelites.
God has wanted a new generation of people to grow in
the environment of nature so that these people would be
devoid of the corruption and immoralities which are
found in people who live in cities and become materialistic.
It was in this generation later that the Prophet Muhammad was born. Also, from this generation of people, the
Prophet found many companions and followers who accepted his message and together this group ushered in a
peaceful revolution in the world.
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On Tuesday 19th July, Years 7-9 and the Resource Base headed down to Sutcliffe Park for the
Conisborough College annual Sports Day. In the sweltering heat, students tackled a variety of
track and field events from the much anticipated 100m, to discus and to high jump. Have a
look at the champions below. Can you spot the next Usain Bolt or Jessica Ennis-Hill?

By the end of the day, 7F ruled supreme with the highest points overall. In Year 8, 8A fought
off the competition vehemently, swiping first place from under the noses of their peers. 9C
were not to be beaten on the day, with Ariadne and Jerrell stepping up to collect the trophy for
their class.
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As the PE Department frantically
counted the points from all the
events, the Yellow Team quickly
emerged as the overall champions
for the day. A big whoop was heard
from the stands as the champions
stepped up to collect the Overall
Winners Trophy. Congratulations
7O, 8O and 9O!

Well done to everyone involved and thank you
to the PE Department and all staff who helped
out for an expertly put together day.

28

29

30

Activities for the Summer Holidays
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