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have written about what they hope to achieve
in their roles on page 9.
As ever, we have our staple pieces: Job Spotlight, which focuses on Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability on page 7, Teatime with
a Teacher on page 6 and some very good advice from Agony Ant on page 5.

Welcome back!
It’s been a while since we last spoke and so
much has happened!
Firstly, we would like to welcome our new
Year 7s who have joined the Conisborough
community this term. We are so excited to
see where you take your five years with us
and use them to develop and grow into
thoughtful, empathetic visionaries and pioneers.
Secondly, you may have noticed that The Stag
has had a slight image change for this edition.
This is in celebration of Black History Month.
In school, there has been a range of activities
for students and staff to get involved in. Read
about our afternoon of African dance and
drumming on page 8, look at our live museum installation on page 4 and try out the African-style chicken wing recipe on page 10.
With the start of the new academic year, we
also welcome our new Year 11 Leadership
Team. Our Head Students: Adam and Maria

So, as the days get shorter and the nights get
colder, we hope you find something of interest amongst these pages. Have a lovely halfterm and see you in December with loads
more exciting stuff!
The Well-Being Warriors
Got something to say?
If you have anything you would like to see features in The Stag or if you have any news or work
to share, please email us at
thestag@conisboroughcollege.co.uk

Be Right Back
It is with a little
jealousy that
the Conisborough College community says
Bon Voyage to Ms Jones, one of
our Assistant Headteachers, this
term. She is heading off to Mauritius whilst returning to being a
student. However, this is not a
forever farewell as she will be back next year. Have the
most amazing time and we can’t wait to hear the stories next September. Bonne chance et à bientôt!
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Term 1 Role-Models
Year 7

Joshua
For making a fantastic start to secondary school and making exceptional progress so far
Year 8
James
For showing an improved commitment to his learning
Year 9
Yasmin
For being incredibly kind and compassionate towards members of the school community
Year 10
Shade
For showing initiative and going above and beyond for her learning
Year 11
Ralphie
For being endlessly positive and helpful to those around him

Why do ghosts like to ride in
lifts?
It raises their spirits.

Why wouldn’t the skeleton go
trick or treating?
He didn’t have the guts.

McDonald's once created bubble-gum flavoured
broccoli! In an attempt to get more children eating

their greens, McDonald’s developed this bizarre
tasting vegetable. However, the flavour profile
proved to confusing for children and they quickly
had to drop the item from their menu. Yuk!
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A new LGBT+ Safe Space café has opened in Birmingham. The aim is to give a haven to LGBT+ people who may have difficult home lives or who
struggle to find acceptance elsewhere in their
lives, although anyone is welcome at the café.
It has strict rules about tolerance and understanding to ensure that it remains a safe space, and the
people who run the café have decided to make it
non-profit. This means that people are asked to
pay a contribution towards their food and drink,
but there are no set prices. This way, the café is
inclusive in terms of peoples financial situation as
well as their gender and sexuality. LGBT+ people
who are on a lower income have welcomed this
initiative as they said in other LGBT+ spaces they
sometimes cannot afford the prices.
One young person who attends the café on a regular basis said that she felt it gave her the opportunity to explore her identity in a way she had never been able to before. Another said she had
learned a lot more about the queer community
that she didn’t know before including learning
about transgender people and why pronouns are
so important.

What is even better about the café is that it is a sober café—one person who attended said that it was
lovely to have a safe space that did not revolve
around the pub or club culture.
The space is also used for LGBT+ groups to meet and
discuss health needs or organise more campaigns for
equality.
It is a wonderful way for diversity in the community
to be celebrated and supported. Creating this safe
space has changed the lives of all those who use it.
The group also have ambitions to grow the café to
make it bigger, better and even more useful for the
community they serve. What a fantastic resource to
have!

On Thursday 21st September, students in Years 7-9 were invited
to watch “Into the Spider Verse” in the Main Hall. Students were
very excited to pretend that they were at the cinema and all
bought a ticket. £50 was raised which will be donated to the Calabash Day Centre in Hither Green. The centre caters for the frail
and isolated as well as those who have physical disabilities, mental health problems and dementia. We hope
this cinematic event will be one of many at Conisborough. If you have any film recommendations or would like
to organise your own charity event, please contact Mr Conn.
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Conisborough College’s First
Live Museum

On Tuesday, 19th October, staff and students put together a range of displays and
interactive activities celebrating Black History and Culture. There was food,
music, dancing and so much more. A massive thank you goes to Ms Burford who co-ordinated the whole
day, Ms Hassan who contacted
the Horniman Museum and asked
to loan us some artefacts and to
Ms Zakrzewska, Ms Phillips, Ms
Fernandes, Mr Conn and Ms Scott
who were all integral in making
the day a success. Next year promises to be even bigger and better,
so, If you are a parent, carer or
student who would like to be involved, please email Ms Burford or Mr
Conn to express your interest and get involved
in celebrating your heritage.

Thank you Ms Shrubb for the photos.
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Dear Agony Ant,
I have recently been added to a WhatsApp group with lots of other
people from school.
I feel really uncomfortable because some other students have been
sending inappropriate photos.
What should I do?

A worried student

Hi, I’m Agony Ant and I’m here
to give suggestions, offer advice and listen to you - even
though I don’t have any ears!

Dear Worried Student,
You have done the right thing asking for advice.
You should first let your parent, Head of Year or a teacher
know that you are unhappy being part of this group. They will
then speak to one of the schools Designated Safeguarding
Leads who are: Mrs Mahar, Mr Conn, Ms Williams-Jones, Ms Hopkins and Ms
Thomas, our designated safeguarding officer or me, PC White.
Once you have done this, you should block and delete the group and block any
other students who you do not want to be able to contact you.
Remember: It is a crime to possess, take, make, distribute or show anyone an
indecent image of a child or young person under 18 years of age.

We want you to feel safe and we want to keep you safe so if you have seen anything that has made you feel uncomfortable there are lots of people you can
talk to, including the school counsellor.
Stay safe,
Agony Ant is written by a different student in each edition, if
you would be interested in being Agony Ant, get in touch at
thestag@conisboroughcollege.co.uk
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My year 9s who absolutely smashed their test
and are getting a shout out in assembly soon!

Teatime with a Teacher
This week, we are interviewing one of our
new staff members,
Miss Stevens

Did anyone inspire you to become a teacher?
My mum because she is a teacher and she is
the greatest.

Hi Miss Stevens.

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be?

If you could have any
superpower what
would it be?

I’d be a singer and chase my dreams.
What’s your biggest pet peeve?

Teleporting because I don’t drive and need instant transport!
If you could have dinner with anyone, who
would it be and why?
Ariana Grande just because I love her and
think she’s fabulous.
What has been your proudest teaching moment?

People with no manners. Please and thank
you cost nothing.
What’s your favourite snack?
Very specific—
Cadburys Milk
Oreo Chocolate

Key Dates - Ctrl + Click on the pictures for
more information
more
information

World Vegan Day—1/11/21

Diwali—04/11/21

International Artist Day— 25/10/21

Guy Fawkes Day
05/11/21

Key Dates -

Remembrance
Sunday
14/11/21

Safety Road Week
16th-21st

Human

November

Right’s Day
10/12/21
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Job Spotlight
Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability
Manager
This week we have spoken to someone
who works for a large retail company.
What do you do?
I work for a retail company to manage the
corporate responsibility and sustainability.

What key skills are required for your job?
Being able to build relationships (you end up
working with so many different people)
Being able to persuade people because you are
often required to convince people to do something new or different

What does that involve day to day?
So many different things, no one day is ever the same! My job is to help the business
be the most responsible it can be. It involves working with lots of different teams
across the business on lots of different topics. One day I might be working with teams
to look at how we reduce the amount of
single use plastic in the business. The next
day I might be working with HR to see how
we can make sure our recruitment processes can be more inclusive to support our initiatives on diversity and inclusion.
What first interested you about this job
and how did you get into it?

What qualifications do you need to train for your
job?
It is helpful to have GCSE’s in Maths and English,
preferably a 5 or above and A-levels in relevant
subjects like business, but there are always different routes you can take– communication, research and presentation skills are key!

Are there any elements of your job you would
I loved the idea that businesses could be a
change?
force for good, that it could leave a positive
I love my job but I do have to work hard to look
mark on society and environment if the
after my mental health because there are times
right practices are built into the core.
when it is very stressful and busy!
What is it you most enjoy about your job?
I love that I can help the business have a positive
impact, that it aligns to my own values, and that
no day is ever the same.
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Recommendations of the Week
Whatever you’re into, there’s something here to try.
Ctrl + Click on the pictures for more information

Download
Then And
Now Series:
Black History
This tells the
story of 100
influential
black people from history, and the
contributions they made to the
world we live in today.

Talk about
How does diversity enrich our lives?
Think about:
•

Food

•

Music

•

Sport

•

Careers

•

Festivals and celebrations

Listen to

Read

Action for Happiness Podcast
This takes you through our action
for happiness calendar for October

https://actionforhappiness.podbean.com/e/
josie-s-guide-to-optimistic-october-2021/

Clap when you land
is an excellent novel
about two sisters
growing up in different countries and
the connection they
have with each other and the world
around them.

Try

Watch
The Hate You
Give
Currently streaming on All4—a
potent film about
race relations in the UK
(based on the best-selling
book)

Cooking
Try cooking a meal from another
culture or country—let other people try it

Lego of Gender Stereotyping
Lego recently conducted a global survey which found
that attitudes to playing and future careers remain restrictive and unequal. The survey found that 71% of
boys would worry about being made fun of if they played with what they considered “girls toys”. Parents also shared this
fear that their sons would be teased.
Lego is now committed to creating toys
which develop both spatial awareness
and a nurturing sensibility so that their
toys can be enjoyed by everyone, irrespective of gender.
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Congratulations to the Student
Leadership Team for 2021-2022!
Head Students: Adam and Maria
Deputy Head Students and Senior
Prefects: Brandon, Hanan, Leira,
Mikael, Jack, Oki, Tyler and Amari.
Prefects: Deborah, Mariam, Emmanuella, Nadia, Amber, Ruby,
I chose to run for the Head Student leader at this school as I thought my
Hannah, Samara, Tay-Jaun, Liam,
skills and my mature opinion would be useful in helping manage students
Sonny, James, Samuel, Adonis,
and help improve the environment at this school. I would consider myself
Joshua, Reuben, Travis and David.
a confident person and I don’t mind communicating with teachers and
We can’t wait to see what you
students to help solve problems or just to have a chat. With this position, I
have planned for the school and
hope to be able to change this school to make it a better place for stuknow you will be brilliant assum- dents to not just learn but to help enjoy school. Student voices are the
ing your roles of responsibility!
main way myself and the rest of the school leadership team will hear
We have a message from Adam
about what you feel should be changed or adjusted, so come and find one
below about why he decided to
of us and speak your mind.
apply for the role of Head Stu- Adam and Maria, Head Students
dent.

We must thank Abram Diallo who is an accomplished
world class African dancer and drummer, for coming
in and gracing us with his musical talent. We must
thank Mr Salmon and Mr Zaba for adding their drumming and percussion skills. This was an amazing event
and so much fun. Students and staff walked away
stating ‘this was brilliant’, ‘I really enjoyed myself’, ‘it
was great to be dancing with the students’.
On Tuesday 12th October, it was great to see so many
students and staff dancing collaboratively in the African Dance Workshop led by Ms Zakrzewska and myself (Ms Phillips) to celebrate Black History Month.
It was a sheer delight to have, such a diverse mix of
students, from Resource Base and Mainstream, Years So, don’t miss out! Come and join the dance clubs
7-10, hear the live rhythms and dance their hearts out. held on Mondays 3-4pm with Ms Phillips and Tuesdays
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Mrs Burford has created a recipe in honour of Black History Month. Have a go at
cooking them yourself and sharing with others!

African-style chicken wings
Ingredients

Serves: 3
•

10 chicken wings

•

1 and a 1/2 teaspoons lemon juice

•

1 Maggi cube, crumbled

•

1 teaspoon chicken seasoning

•

1/2 teaspoon all purpose seasoning

•

1/2 teaspoon mixed herbs

•

1/2 teaspoon black pepper

•

1/4 teaspoon chilli powder (optional)

•

1 teaspoon sunflower or vegetable oil

Preparation method
Prep: 10 min |Cook: 20 min | Extra time: 30
min, marinating
1.

Wash chicken and prepare by cutting off
extra fat and skin. Rub lemon juice over
chicken and wash off.

2.

Add all dry ingredients in a small bowl and
mix together.

3.

Add mixture to chicken and add oil. Rub
seasoning into chicken and leave to marinate for half an hour.

4.

Preheat the oven to 200 C / Gas 6 for 10
minutes. Place aluminium foil on a baking
tray and place chicken on it.

5.

Bake chicken in the preheated oven for 20
minutes; turn wings over after 15
minutes.

6.

Serve hot with salad, chips, boiled rice or
just on its own.
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Students of RE
I am so pleased with how the RE lessons have gone so far this
term. Here are the stand-out highlights for each year group.
Year 7 - Well done on your fantastic work on Hinduism. A special shout out to all the students who wrote amazing homework comparing Diwali with other religious festivals (including
innovative comparisons with Father's Day, Hallowe'en, and
Black History Month). I hope you have all felt welcome in my
classroom.
Year 8 - I have been so pleased with your engagement and maturity on our discussions about race and religion. A special
shout out to all the students who wrote fantastic pieces of
work comparing Wesley and Colston.
Year 9 - I've really enjoyed the thoughtful discussions we have
started to have this academic year as we have been learning
about Martin Luther King. I look forward to teaching you
about a wider range of inspirational religious believers after
the holiday.
Year 10 - You have had a really fantastic start to year 10; I am
really impressed. Your level of engagement and the deep
thinking shown in our discussions has been great. I look forward to continuing the course with you.

To year 11 for great attendance at Maths Intervention. Ms Efford
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On Friday 22nd
October, Conisborough College
will be taking part
in Show Racism
the Red Card. This
Friday people
around the UK will
wear something
red to symbolise
the ongoing fight
against racism
and the progress
that has been made so far.

The charity mostly
uses football players (although not
always) as role
models who educate people about
racism and how to
challenge it. The
charity mainly focusses on young
people and will
deliver workshops
in schools, but sometimes in places like football stadiShow Racism the Red Card is a charity that was estab- ums. Over 50,000 people a year are reached through
lished 25 years ago by Newcastle United Goalkeeper Show Racism the Red Card.
Shaka Hislop. It is the UK’s largest anti-racism charity Recent events that the charity has been involved with
which also provides educational experiences for chil- are educational events with Nottingham Forest, Wigdren around the country.
an, Sunderland and QPR. This year their twitter feed is

The story behind the charity is that Shaka Hislop was
out in public one day and received racist abuse from a
group of young people. When they realised it was
him, one of them then approached him to ask for an
autograph. Shaka decided that he could use his celebrity status to educate people about racism and become a role model for other young black people.

documenting famous black people from the UK, for
example Barbara Blake Hannah who was the first
black news reporter on UK TV, or cricketer Sir Learie
Constantine who was the first person to laugh a legal
case against racist discrimination in the UK.
If you want to check out more of what the charity
does, take a look at their Youtube channel (SRtRC) or
listen to their podcast 25 for 25.
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AJ Anderson, in Year 11, is a
member of the Croydon
Harriers and competed at
the Surrey Championships
at Kingston over the Summer. AJ battled against
competitors from other
teams in the Under 17s
Men’s 100m race to take
home the Silver medal. This was one of 29 medals that
the Croydon Harriers secured that day.
A huge well done to AJ. You can read the full story in the
Croydon Advertiser (06/08/2021)
https://www.yumpu.com/news/en/issue/104848-

South London Special league Football
has just started up again at Long Lane
Junior Football club. Conisborough
were at the 2 first league days with
and U16 and U14 teams. Teams are
made up with pupils form the resource Base and Mainstream SEND
pupils. Both teams did very well coming runners up in their respective
leagues on the day. All pupils represented the school in a positive way.
Next week on 20th the U12 will be
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We have the right to be equal

We have courage to stay together

Free at last free at last

as one through songs of unity.

We are happy now
like the hot summer breeze

I believe together we will
Stand together for each other.

We have beautiful dark skin
With black bushy textured hair.

Written by Cheniqua

I am proud to be black
Proud, Proud!
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Activities for the Summer Holidays
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