THE STAG

1st April 2022

thestag@conisboroughcollege.co.uk
Hello Conisborough Community!
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Q: Why did the tomato
blush?
A: Because it saw the salad
dressing!

Q: What are the strongest days
of the week?
A: Saturday and Sunday. All the
others are weekdays.

Q: Why was the librarian kicked
off the plane?

Q: What kind of music do
mummies listen to?

A: Because it was overbooked.

A: Wrap music.

Q: How do you stop an astronaut’s
baby from crying?
A: You rocket!
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Book Nation book Club
When: Every Thursday lunch time
Where: In the Library
Current book: Playlist for the Dead
This is what Sam knows: There was
a party. There was a fight. The next
morning his best friend, Hayden,
was dead. He left Sam with a
playlist of songs to piece together
Hayden’s story…
Come and join us to find out what
happened.

TikTok Dance Club
When: Every Tuesday 3-4pm,
starting after the holidays
Where: In the Dance Studio
Who: All levels welcome
Kit: Students must wear full
Conisborough College PE kit
Only 25 places available, so see
Ms Phillips quickly to book your
spot!

Art Club
When: Every
Monday 3-4pm
Where: In the
Art Department
Who: Anyone
looking to practise their art
skills

Easter Intervention

When: First week of Easter
Holidays
Where: In school
Who: Year 11s
Check the intervention timetable for your subjects.
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The students below have been recognised by staff and Mrs Hadlow for
achieving the highest number of positive achievement points and no negative conduct points. They are true role models for our community and should be very proud
of all their hard work and consistency this term. To celebrate this positive commitment to both classroom and community conduct, students were invited to have hot
chocolate and cookies with Mrs Hadlow. Well done to these students and to those
of you who were hot on their tails! See if you can make it on to the list next term!

Spring 1
Year 7

Mohamed

Year 8

Hashed

Year 9

Khaleal

Year 10

Jenny

Year 11

Ralphie

Spring 2
Year 7

Alishba

Year 8

Thao

Year 9

Tatyana

Year 10

Zakaria

Year 11

Daniela
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Got something to share?
If you have anything you would like to see featured in The Stag or if you have any news or
work to share, please email us at
thestag@conisboroughcollege.co.uk

A London lawyer has set a new world record for the fastest ever female solo row
across the Atlantic in an effort to “show
women and girls anything is possible.”
Victoria Evans rowed into Barbados on
Thursday aboard her 22-foot-long rowing
boat (7m), after 40 days at sea.
The 35-year-old began her race in the Canary Islands on February 11 with no idea
that she would slash the current standing
World Record by nine days.
The journey also raised money for the UK
charity Women in Sport.

“Taking on this epic challenge was about
driving positive change, inspiring others
and using the achievement as a platform to
progress the narrative about women in
sport,” said Evans at the finish line, where
she was welcomed by friends and family
who travelled from the United Kingdom.
In total, Victoria rowed 2,559 nautical miles
in a world-record time of 40 days and 19
hours, smashing the previous record of 49
days and 7 hours.

Masterchefs

This term we celebrate our two most
recognised members of the Olive Kitchen staff; Ian and Marvet. The Olive
Manager came in to present them both
with an Employee Recognition Award,
after Mrs Hadlow nominated them for
all their hard work and constant presence since the beginning of lockdown.
Thank you to Ian and Marvet for all
your efforts during this time and for always being present and looking after us
all.
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Over the

wider community.

last couple I am very proud of all the hard work our year
weeks, our 11’s have been putting into this project. They
year 11

have worked extremely hard especially when

students

it comes to clearing the plot and getting it

have been ready for planting. As seen in the before and
helping to after pictures below.
build an
allotment from scratch for our school gardening project within the local area of Bellingham.
They have taken part in a number of garden
related activities. Currently they are sowing
some seeds within the resource base playground, where we have set up a mini green-

Before

house, in which the kids will be in charge of

maintaining over the next couple weeks.
So far we have sewn: sweet peppers, garden
peas, sage and cherry tomatoes within our
greenhouse. The aim is to eventually
transport them down to the allotment to be
planted and enjoyed by the students and the
After
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Dear Agony Ant,
I’ve heard the word “gay” being used in a negative way by some of my
classmates. Is it okay to use it in this way?
Thanks,

Confused of Catford

Hi, I’m Agony Ant and I’m here
to give suggestions, offer advice
and listen to you - even though I
don’t have any ears!

Dear Confused of Catford,
It is not ok to use the word 'gay' in a negative way.
For example, if you were hanging out with some of your mates and messing around and someone did or said something
inappropriate and someone in that group said, 'that's so gay',
it could be offensive to other people. By using the phrase it
associates the word “gay” with being something bad or inappropriate and that
isn't ok because there is nothing wrong with being gay.
Even if you meant it as “banter”, it's still not ok to make those comments because there may be people in the group who are homosexual or unsure of their
sexual orientation.

Saying homophobic things is offensive, upsetting and classed as a hate crime.
Be kind to others as you might not know what someone is thinking or feeling
deep down.
Agony Ant
Agony Ant is written by a different student in each edition, if
you would be interested in being Agony Ant, get in touch at
thestag@conisboroughcollege.co.uk
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A poem for World Book Day

One thing
that I’ve learnt
as I’ve got older

is that literature
lights up life
and makes it smoulder

and that beauty
is in the eye
of the book holder.
By Brian Bilston

Congratulations to some students in KS3 who
entered the Young Writers poetry competition.

Students were given the title of the anthology:
Empowered and wrote poems about topics important to them. Their poems were then selected from entries across the country and published into a poetry anthology. Well done to our
published poets and to Ms Jacobsen for her
work with these students.
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Job Spotlight
Marketing Research Director
1.

What do you do?

I am a Research Director at a market research agency. I
design and run research projects that help large companies understand what consumers think, feel and do. This
helps companies make sure that if they create a product or an advertising campaign, for instance, it is relevant to consumers.

2. What does that involve day to day?
It is pretty varied. I have meetings with clients, write
questionnaires, analyse data, write presentations,
host focus groups. There's always something to be
getting on with!

least because you have to do a lot of report writing and
analyse a lot of data as part of this job. It helps if you
have pretty good ICT skills too because a lot of the job is
3. What first interested you about this job and online, involving emails and making presentations.

how did you get into it?

6. Are there any elements of your job you
would change?

I've always been interested in people. This job tells me
why people do what they do. And the great thing is that Sometimes there is a lot going on, so it can be hard
it's always changing, depending on what is going on in work to make sure you give everything enough attention.
the world.

4. What skills are required for your job?

7. What is it you most enjoy about your job?

I feel like I'm constantly learning - whether
analytical, good at summarising information, and be a that's new things about people or about ways
confident public speaker for when you deliver the find- of doing research. I also have the opportunity to
work with all kinds of different people and have
ings from your research.
lots of variety in the things I do, which I really
5. What qualifications do you need to train for enjoy.
your job?
You need to have strong literacy and numerical skills, be

You need to have English and Maths GCSEs at the very l
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Students and staff
alike were able to
join in with the singing and musical performances, irrespective of musical ability and everyone left
feeling inspired and
empowered after the Kingdom Choir took them
on a truly uplifting journey throughout the
On Friday 4 March, Conisborough College was
day. Thank you to Ms Fernandes and the music
privileged to welcome the Kingdom Choir
department for organising the event and a huge
through our doors. The Kingdom Choir is a
thank you to Karen and her choir for coming
British Gospel group, founded by Karen Gibson.
and sharing your talent, your music and your
The group has been
stories with our students and staff.
performing together
for twenty years but
shot to world famous status after
their breath-taking
performance at Harry and Meghan’s
wedding.

Key Dates - Ctrl + Click on the pictures for
more information

Autism Awareness Day (2nd April)

Autism-friendly events and educational activities take place all
the month
of April to inKey Dates - Ctrl + Click on through
the pictures
for
more information
crease understanding and ac-

Key Dates -

Earth Day (22nd April)
Worldwide event to raise
awareness of the environmental issues which face
the whole of planet Earth

National Shakespeare Day
(23rd April)
23rd April was both Shakespeare's birthday and date of
his death. Celebrations are
held in his home town of
Stratford-upon-Avon and
around the UK.

Easter Sunday
Easter is the Christian celebration of
Christ's resurrection. Many nonreligious people also celebrate Easter
as the beginning of Spring with bunnies and chocolate eggs.
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This term, a group of Conisborough students
were picked to work collaboratively with Trinity
Laban at their conservatoire of Music and
Dance at the Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich. A huge thank you to them and well done
to all students involved. Over to Maria and
Viktorija to tell you all about it...
Trinity Laban is a colourful and inspirational
place. The glass on the outside of the building,
foreshadows the inside atmosphere that grabs
people’s attention. The tall ceilings create an
open place giving visitors the freedom to express themselves and feel comfortable. It’s full
of different types of rooms giving a variety of
options to the students to perform their routines as well as music rooms with different
equipment. There are rooms with and without
mirrors giving students the chance to develop
their performance skills. Furthermore, the
building does not only focus on dance as a performance piece but also the study behind it,
with one of the biggest libraries, dedicated to
the history of dance. Our first impressions of
the conservatoire, as visitors, were built up by
the staff as they explained the history of the
building and gave us a tour.
After the tour, we learnt three different dance
pieces. Each one we learnt was diverse and had
a unique message to the audience, enabling the
audience to interpret the dances in their own
way. All three dances were performed by differ-

ent groups with different dance skills as well as
different costumes that brought the routine together. The first routine was about the different
stages of school life through the experience of
being on a school bus; the music used created a
chaotic atmosphere, which created a realist
feeling as if the audience were a part of it. The
second routine, on other hand, questioned the
idea of freedom both as an individual, as well
as being part of a group. This created conflict
and a different atmosphere which we had to try
and convey to the audience through the routine
and through staging such as lighting. Finally, the
most challenging routine which focused on the
theme of the limits of humans. Through stage
lighting, which created edges around the room,
symbolising the limit within the human and
through our routine, we were successful in conveying our message.
The workshop offered a glimpse into the life of
a student at Trinity Laban Dance Conservatoire.
During the workshop, we were taught new
skills through games, which was a new and
different way of teaching dance for us. Students
of all levels were able to participate, creating a
strong sense of community. At the end of the
workshop, students were able to show what
they have learnt through the routines that they
had created with people they meet during the
workshop. This was an unforgettable experience which we all enjoyed. Thank you to Ms
Phillips for organising the trip.
Written by Maria and Viktorija
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It has been a busy half-term for careers at
Conisborough this half -term. We kicked off
with celebrating Careers Week (7th-11th February) with assemblies and interactive Form time
activities across the school. Students learnt
tive workshops and career talks. The group got
about roles within different industries and
the opportunity to hear from a Podcast producdifferent pathways, including apprenticeships.
er as well as develop a concept of their own.
The work of work is changing drastically as the Ideas ranged from a food inspired podcast to
world around us becomes more technology ori- one that addresses relevant issues affecting stuented. Have a look at the topics below and see
dents within the school.
what your friends and family think about the
We were fortunate enough to be given a special
points.
career talk from the
law firm Lexis Nexis
who provide practical
guidance to lawyers.
Students were immersed into the world
of law and even got
the opportunity to explore some cases and
offer legal advice to a
potential client. These
sessions have proven
to be valuable in
building students confidence and boost
their employability
skills.
Next term, our Year 10s will be going on their
Work Experience Placements. We look forward
A group of year 9 students have been working to hearing how they get on and reporting back
with Blueprint for All Charity (formerly the Ste- to you in the next edition of The Stag.
phen Lawrence Charitable Trust). They have
Written by Ms Pacquette
been involved in several engaging and informaYear 9 Blue Print for All Careers Programme
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Recommendations of the Week
Whatever you’re into, there’s something here to try.
Ctrl + Click on the pictures for more information

Download

GCSEPod is perfect for learning or
revising for your GCSE/ IGCSE exams. You can use GCSEPod to create mindmaps and flashcards,
then watch the pods back to consolidate your knowledge.

Talk about
If you could invite any three people to a dinner party who would it
be and why?

Listen to

Got a particular interest in something? Want to listen to some
influential people give inspirational speeches? TED talks are for
you! Really insightful and informative speeches from all kinds
of experts.

Read

An honest portrayal of mental
health and eating disorders—this
book is written based on the authors personal experience and
has you cheering her on to recovery.

Try

Watch
Serengeti II on BBC iplayer. The
new nature documentary follows
families of animals living on the
Serengeti and shows the struggles
and successes they go through.

Make a video journal of your
Easter holidays. Document what
you did, who you saw, where you
went and how you felt. Can you
edit it into one video?

George Henderson didn’t expect
to find anything of value when he
went out on his first metal detecting excursion. He was shocked
when he got a beep in the first 10
minutes and dug down to find a
medieval seal showing the Virgin
Mary and Child. He had it valued
and sold it at auction for £4000.
Not bad for 10 minutes work!
A girls’ football team has gone from losing 20-0 each week to winning
promotion to the top division—after a dad started coaching. Leek
Town Devils under 15s were losing terribly until one of their parents
stepped in to coach the team two years ago. The dad said that he
took the job because the previous manager quit and no-one else was
prepared to take on the coaching job. Some of the players hadn’t ever kicked a ball before so it was quite a challenge, but after lots of
work and effort from the girls and himself, the team won their league
and are up for promotion this year!
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It looks as though Mrs Burford has been chatting to the Easter Bunny as she has put
together a scrumptious looking Easter hot chocolate recipe.
Ingredients
•

200ml milk

•

½ tbsp cocoa powder

•

100g hollow chocolate egg (milk or
dark), broken into small pieces

•

2 tbsp whipped or squirty cream

•

25g mini chocolate eggs, sugarcoated chocolate buttons or
beans, or more chocolate egg, broken into small pieces

•

1 tbsp mini marshmallows

Method
1. Pour boiling water from the Kettle
into a heatproof mug to warm it up.
2. Heat the milk and cocoa in a small
pan, or in blasts in the microwave, until

steaming.
3. Discard the hot water in the mug,
and tip in the chocolate egg pieces.
4. Pour over the hot milk.
5. Stir for 30 seconds or until the chocolate has melted.
6. Top with the cream, sprinkle over
the mini eggs or broken egg pieces and
marshmallows to serve.
7. Drink up!
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offered. Written by Tay-Jaun
The experience was so good, the venue was really nice as well. Both the chefs were great and
very professional. The day was great and the
bao buns we made were really good. It was a
really enjoyable day, and I would 100% do it
again. Written by James
We went on an influential trip to St Luke’s community centre run by Sodexo by Chef Antony
and Chef Steve who helped us develop an array
of skills and preparation to work in the catering
On Tuesday, our GCSE food nutrition and prepa- industry. As well as improving our skills we also
ration class, took a trip to St Luke’s Community got the amazing opportunity to apply for apCentre in Farringdon.
prenticeships and for our applications to be recWe set out in the morning to spend a day with ognised. This trip opened our eyes to how demanding the catering industry is and what is exhigh class chefs but by the end of the day, we
had participated in a high-end masterclass hosted by top world-class chefs from a company
called Sodexo.
It was an amazing experience. We made bao
buns from scratch, which were delicious, and
we practiced our cutting skills with julienne
cuttings and concasse spring onions. We even
used a steamer. We used these vegetables to fill
up the bao buns,, with everything made from
scratch.

After the clean-up, we enjoyed our amazing
creations and discussed how we loved the day.
We even got a chance to visit some livestock
animals in their garden.
When the day started to conclude, the majority of the class were offered a once in a lifetime
chance to apply for the Apprenticeship scheme
which I am personally excited to join.
Overall, the day was a success and I hope everyone uses this opportunity we have been
19

expected but we also got to see the more enjoyable bits of the industry and got to determine if this is the path we would want to
take. Written by Miracle Umunna
Sodexo Live Academy gave the year 11 food
students from Conisborough College, the privilege to attend the Raymond Blanc Apprentice
Taste day. The students were fully engaged with
the practical activities and also the information
regarding the apprenticeship and how to apply.
Our students were really inspired by the chef’s
acknowledgement of their cooking skills and
their knowledge about the science of food.
The chefs rewarded the students with encouragement and praise on their performance, one
chef even stated that “the level of cooking techniques demonstrated by two of the students
was even higher than some of the trainee chefs
currently on the apprenticeship programme.” dents who attended, expressed a desire to apply for the August intake for this apprenticeship; this is an outcome that will only serve to
Based on the students’ experience today, I am encourage the participation of future food stupleased to say that nine out of the twelve stu- dents from Conisborough College in apply to
join the apprenticeship. by Mrs Burford
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A massive well done for the following students who have consistently achieved the top scores
in their RE tests so far this year and who have also behaved and engaged well in lessons:
Year 7: Ramla, Harry, Thajien, Areeba, Harun, Monique, Antonina, Fahima, Mason, Ryan, Luke,
Jordan, Priya-Sherone, Daria, Eliora, Kiyani, Alia, Alishba, Zunairah, Kainat and Khaled
7T - I'm expecting great things from you next term so that you can be here next time.
Year 8: Naomi, Yasmin, Brooklyn, Denisha, Maya, Lyna, Miriam, Connie, Angel, Thao, Nisha,
Amelia, Akshaya, Sharon, Paul, Hashed, Jeno, Vinnie, Pukalnila, Moad, Adaysha, Goda, Sarah,
Jamie, Saruchzan, Husna, Artyom and Alexi
Year 9: Ismail, Charlize, Ayman, Iqra, Gabrielle, Lucy, Allana, Leah, Ty, Erin, Benafshah, Shayanne, Naomi, Blessing, Isaac, Iyanu, Elisha, Joan, Faith, Samuel, Nikita, Zeba, Adriana, Claudia
-Isabella, Wiktoria, Diwa, Mya, Jasmina and Yasmin
Year 10: These GCSE students have consistently met or exceeded their target grades in tests
and have engaged really well: Olapeju, Tyra-Billie, Laeeba, Shanice, Max, Shanice and Gerald.
Year 11: All of my year 11s are working hard and stepping up. All the best for a rest and lots of
revision over the Easter holiday. Keep it up - you've got this!
Ms Kelly
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Some of you may remember that last year the
Resource Base won first place int eh Global
Canvas competition for their art installation on
“Healing Nature - A Planet on the Edge”. This
year’s theme is: Forests of the Land and Sea
and the Resource
Base are at it
again! Read on to
see what Ms Juniper and the Year
11 students have
been up to.

planet.

This got us thinking about protecting the
oceans and that to stop micro plastic pollution
we need to recycle more! We made our forest
using as many recycled products as we could.
Wool, newspaper, PE Cones, tights, beads, lentils, out of date
covid19 tests and
masks and many
other things. We
learnt that sea urchins eat kelp, that
kelp helps make
oxygen and neutralises carbon diThis year, we deoxide, that kelp has
cided to make a
many different uskelp forest as our
es and is grown in
entry for Global
under-water
Canvas 2022,
farms. Lots of anifrom the theme
mals live in kelp
of ‘Forests of the
forests and over
Land and Sea’.
trawling from fishWe think that
ing boats can affect
kelp forests are
the growth of
really important.
these forests, having a negative imWhen we made
pact on the enviour kelp forest,
ronment. We also
we thought about
learnt that kelp forests need protection and
how the environment underwater is endangered and what can be done to protect it. Micro that we need to take responsibility for ensuring
that they are safe and protected.
plastic pollution in water is being increasingly
addressed as people are becoming aware of it While working on the Global Artist project, we
and making different lifestyle choices to reduce have learnt that ‘as a team we can achieve anytheir impact on the
thing!’ as we all work together to bring each individual’s ideas to life. Through education and
sharing knowledge, we can create opportunities and make a difference to the protection,
development and future of forests of the land
and sea.
Written by Ms Juniper
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Activities for the Summer Holidays

Coach Josh returns to the college
Former student Josh Edwards has returned to
the college to help our students improve their
basketball skills as part of our new partnership
with London Thunder Basketball Club.

coaching sessions, please speak to Mr WilliamsParker.

New and improved school PE kit available
for September
We are very excited to announce the launch of
our new school PE uniform. The PE Department
has taken your feedback into account and have
worked with our uniform suppliers to produce a
new and improved design. The uniform is made
from modern, high quality materials, designed
for easier movement and improved sporting
performance.
From September our new cohort of year 7s will
be wearing the new PE uniform. The new uniform will also be available for all other year
groups, who will have the option of wearing
their existing school PE kit or purchasing the
new and improved version. For more information, please speak to your PE teacher.

Following his graduation from Conisborough
College, Josh went to the United States to continue his studies having been awarded a basketWritten by Mr Williams-Parker
ball scholarship. Josh has played basketball to a
high level in both Canada and the United States
and has represented the England national
team.
Josh was very excited with the levels of talent
and enthusiasm at Conisborough and is delighted to be back at the school. Josh hopes that
many of our students will be able to develop
their skills further and join his club London
Thunder.
If you are interested in getting involved in the
school’s or London Thunder’s basketball
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In what was an enjoyable and extremely close game, players put in a
committed team effort with well organised instructions from Mr Williams-Parker and Mr Dyer. The team
narrowly lost 1-0, but earnied the respect of their opponents and impressed the Millwall post 16 Academy head scout who had come to
watch the match, looking for potential new talent.
Millwall AP Academy, as staff and students
will have seen, has had an increasing presence onsite at Conisborough supporting Millwall academy players and the wider student
cohort. In particular, supporting the Year 11s
as they completed their Mock exams in November and March and as theywork towards
their
summer
exams.
This term has also seen Isatu join the Conisborough team onsite as a Millwall Progress
coach supporting and promoting wider learning in the classroom
Year 11 update
This term has seen the Millwall students continue to complete their Employability Level 2
qualification units and Fitness and Physical
Activity Level 1 successfully, as they work towards being qualified gym instructors. Last
week also saw the Year 11 Millwall students
take part in National Citizen Skill booster
workshops on managing exam stress and career planning.
Millwall also provided access to our St Paul’s
Stadium in Rotherhithe, giving full Millwall
first team Kit for the Year 11 semi-final football match against Woolwich Poly.

Finally, Saturday saw two students: Millwall
Captain, Ramon and Vice captain Renato, rewarded for their contribution and success
carrying out their roles, along with their positive progress at school. Both students were
given VIP tickets to see the local Millwall boxer and British Champion Chris Kongo fight at
Wembley Arena alongside six other professionals but on the night, Chris managed to
retain his belt.
Both students were able to meet some famous professional boxers including Kell
Brook, Frazer Clark Johhny Nelson (Sky sports
boxing presenter), as
well as enjoy a well
deserved
Nandos
with other
captain and
leadership
winners
across the
Millwall
Academy!
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Activities for the Summer Holidays

Year 10 Update

school fixtures lined up as the group continues developing and evolving..

Year 10S took part in their first friendly with a
win v NWKAPS from Kent. Next term, the
group will ramp up their education, training
Four new Millwall recruits were offered a
and games with a number of academy and
taster day which included a VIP behind the
scenes official club stadium tour. Year 10 captain, Tiwayne, and coach, Raheem, had the
opportunity to participate in media interviews on their individual and team performances.

Finally, in Millwall news, last week Conisborough students
offered their help to
set up and help out at
the Millwall Lions
Food Hub which provides aid to those in
need of support in the
local area
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